7th Grade Social Studies Course Syllabus 
Ms. Haughton/Ms. Iagnocco
West Bronx Academy for the Future
Dear Students and Parents/Guardians:
Welcome you to United States and New York State History.  The more we all know about history, the more we can make sense of the world today.

Throughout this course we will be using the following resources:

1. Textbook: Holt McDougal United States and New York History: Beginnings to 1877 

2. 7th grade Social Studies Workbook 

3. 7th grade Resource Workbook

Student Learning Objectives
All 7th grade students will learn about American history from discovery of the Americas to the almost destruction of our nation with the Civil War.  

	Population
	7th grade Social Studies Class; all 25-30 students

	Learning Content
	New York State Learning Standards for 7th Grade Social Studies

	Evidence
	Teacher-created assessment administered at the beginning and end of the school year and additional quizzes, exams and writing assignments.

	Baseline
	Pre-assessment scores from teacher-created diagnostic assessment.

	Target(s) and HEDI Scoring
	80% of students will demonstrate mastery of at least 75% of the 7th grade Social Studies performance indicators

	
	Highly Effective
	Effective
	Developing
	Ineffective

	
	86%-100% of students demonstrate mastery of 75% of 7th grade S.S. performance indicators.
	78%-85% of students demonstrate mastery of 7th grade S.S. performance indicators.
	66%-77% of students demonstrate mastery of 75% of 7th grade S.S. performance indicators.
	65% or less of students demonstrates mastery of 75% of 7th grade S.S. performance indicators.

	Rationale
	Since there is no prior data of student’s performance in U.S. History and Government, the teacher-crated diagnostic will be used to assess 5th grade as well as 7th grade performance indicators.  The diagnostic assessment is heavily focused on more advanced writing and reading skills, which are essential components of the 7th grade Social Studies curriculum.  The material found in 7th grade Social Studies requires students to build on their learning from 5th grade in order to acquire mastery in these areas and be prepared for 8th grade U.S. History.  From their instruction and various types of assessment, I am confident they will achieve 80% mastery or above on at least 75% of our 7th grade Social Studies material.


The units we will cover for the 7th grade are:
⁪ Pre-Unit: Introduction to United States Geography

⁪ Unit 1: Early Encounters: Native Americans and Explorers 

⁪ Unit 2: Colonial America and the American Revolution
⁪ Unit 3: A New Nation

⁪ Unit 4: A Nation Grows

⁪ Unit 5: The Civil War and Reconstruction 
Rules of the Class
· All students must be dressed in the appropriate uniform of our school everyday no exceptions! 
· RESPECT yourself, your classmates and the teacher.

· No one is to leave their seat without the teacher’s permission.

· Keep hands and feet to yourself at all times.

· There is no gum chewing in class.

· No eating or drinking of any kind in the classroom (unless given permission).

Routines & Procedures
1. Students must walk calmly into the room and go directly to assigned table/seat.

2. Take out notebook, write your heading and begin working on the Brainstarter.  Homework should be placed on your desk/middle of the table.

3. If you have a question during instruction, please raise your hand and wait to be called on (write it down so you don’t forget!).

4. If you have a question during independent work, students may ask a classmate sitting next to them or at their table. If instructions are still unclear, you can then ask the teacher.

5. When working cooperatively (partner or small group) all students must participate equally to receive full credit for the assignment.

6. If you need to use the restroom student must ask permission to use the bathroom, fill out one of your 5 passes for the term. Remember you cannot use the restroom during the first and last 10 minutes of the period.

7. Students must wait until the end of class to throw trash away.
8. All students must be quiet and in their seats before they are dismissed. 

Missing Work and Late Policy: It is the student’s responsibility to collect missed assignments and classnotes/work by asking the teacher when returning from an absence.  Upon your return to school you will have 2 days to make-up any missing classwork, homework, tests or quizzes to take, along with a doctors/guardian note.  In addition, you will also have the class website to check for work.  After this time a permanent grade of zero will be given for the assignment.
Required Materials: S.S. Workbook, binder, black and white notebook, 1 pack of loose-leaf, school planner, 
                                    blue or black ink pens, and pencils.

Social Studies Grading Policy

Throughout this United States and New York State History course, you will have many opportunities for learning, growth, and achievement. I will be monitoring your progress with the following grading policy.

	Category
	Percentage of Final Grade

	Classwork
	15%

	Conduct 
	10%

	Homework
	10%

	Quizzes
	20%

	Exams
	25%

	Projects
	20%


Classwork (15%)  Active participation in class discussion will help your child develop his or her interpersonal skills. To earn full class participation points your child must routinely contribute to class discussion.  In addition, your child needs to complete whatever class work assignment was given for the day.

Conduct (10%) To encourage good citizenship and respect in the classroom, students will be graded daily in their classroom behavior, being in dress code, and additional class participation.
Homework (10%) Students will be assigned homework several times per week. Homework may be a reading assignment, a worksheet, review questions, take-home activities, or unfinished class work. I encourage you to review your child’s homework on a regular basis and also check Skedula so that you know how well your child is doing.

Quizzes and Exams (45%) To ensure that students are regularly completing and understanding their course work, I usually will administer one quiz per week.  I assess students’ progress in a more formal test at lest twice per grading period.  If your son or daughter earns a test grade of 70 or lower, please encourage your child to visit with me about ways to improve his or her progress.
Projects (20%) There will be at least two-three projects assigned per unit of study.  These projects are fun and challenging additions to your child’s course work.
Teacher Contact Information:

· School Phone: 718-563-7139
· E-mail: rhaughton@westbronxacademy.org 

· Class Website: www.haughtonssworld.weebly.com 

Contract Signature

Please sign below after you have checked the following item as completed:

⁪   I have read the syllabus and I understand the requirements for Social Studies.

________
_____________________

______________________________

Date

Student Signature


Parent Signature
Assignments 




Category

Due Date

1. ‘Tooning Into History’ handout

Classwork

September 11th 
2. ‘What a Caricature’ handout


Homework

September 12th 

3. ‘Geography Challenge’ handout 

Classwork

September 20th 

4. ‘Migration to the Americas’ handout

Homework

September 21st 
5. Quiz 1





Quizzes

September 25th 

6. Food, Clothing, Shelter: Product Display
Projects

September 28th 

7. Prince Henry paragraph 


Homework

October 2nd 

8. Explorer Maps




Homework

October 3rd 

9. Native Americans meet the Spanish

Homework 

October 4th 

10. Lost Colony of Roanoke skit


Project


October 5th 

11. Searching for the Northwest Passage 

Homework

October 9th 

12. Explorer letters 



Homework 

October 11th 

13. Exam 1




Exams


October 11th 

14. Southern Colony letter 


Homework 

October 17th 
15. Puritan/Pilgrim KWL chart


Classwork

October 17th 

16. The Mayflower political cartoon handout
Homework

October 18th 

17. Religion Comparative Essay


CW/HW

October 22nd 

18. New England colonial trade posters

Project


October 23rd 

19. Quiz 2





Quizzes

October 24th 

20. Zenger Trial newspaper article

Homework 

October 25th 

21. Enlightenment speeches 


Homework

October 26th 
22. Boston Massacre gallery walk

Classwork

October 30th 

23. Exam 2




Exams


October 31st 
24. American Revolution Graphic Novel 
Project


November 5th 

25. Paul Revere’s Ride questions


Homework

November 7th 

26. Declaration of Independence p.c.

Homework

November 8th 

27. Patriot Recruitment posters


Classwork

November 9th 

28. Patriot letter home



Homework

November 9th 

29. Revolutionary War story map


Classwork

November 13th 

30. War of Independence journal entry

Homework
 
November 14th 

31. Exam 3




Exam


November 15th 
